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CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 4030 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, PO 

SUBJ: COMMERCIAL SONAR POR PORTUGUESE NAVY 

REF: (A) CHMAAG PORTUGAL MSG 09I000Z OCT 73 
(B) CNO MSG N04920 31 1530Z OCT 73 

AS POINTED OUT REP A, ALTHOUGH CORVETTES IN WHICH 
SONAR WOULD BE INSTALLED OCCASIONALLY VISIT PORTUGUESE 
APRICA, THEY HAVE NOT BEEN USED TO SUPPORT GOP ANTI-INSURGENCY 
COMBAT OPERATIONS. AS SONAR IN QUESTION COULD NOT ENHANCE 
PORTUGUESE CAPABILITIES IN AFRICAN WARS, WE QUESTION WHETHER ROUTINE 
ITAR CONSTRAINTS, "INCLUDING USUAL NATO CERTIPICATION" (REP B) 

SHOULD BE REQUEIRED. 

WE BELIEVE USG SHOULD MAKE ITS DECISION RE NATO 
ASSURANCES BEFORE APPRACHING PORTUGUESE, AND RECOMMEND THAT 
GIVEN SPECIAL NATURE THIS CASE AND IN LIGHT PRESENT 
CIRCUMSTANCES OP US-PORTUGUESE RELATIONS USUAL NATO 
CERTIPICATION NOT BE REQUIRED. 
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